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INSTANT WHITE
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WHITENING SOAP
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PowerWhitening

PowerWhitening

The global cosmetics industry earns billions by exploiting beauty
standards shaped by colorism. By promoting light skin as the
dominant criterion of beauty, it drives strong demand for
skin-lightening products and “unifying” treatments, often formulated
with toxic substances known to have harmful effects.

Yet, this type of pigmentation constitutes a minority worldwide, as the
majority of populations have darker or intermediate skin tones., This
phenomenon is sometimes contrasted with tanning, common among
lighter-skinned people, which, although dangerous due to risks
associated with sun exposure, is neither a colonial legacy nor a tool of
racial domination.

While light skin is indeed rare and perceived as a distinct ideal,
other physical traits, such as red hair or heterochromia, are also
uncommon. However, this biological rarity does not translate socially
or culturally in the same way. Light skin occupies a particular place,
rooted in historical and colonial constructions that have made it a
symbol of power, racial hierarchy, and systemic oppression.

Thus, rarity alone cannot explain this excessive valorization: it is its
embedding in systems of power, privilege, and exclusion that gives it
a unique symbolic charge. This distinction clarifies why colorism
cannot be reduced to a mere aesthetic preference but must be
understood as a deeply entrenched social and political
phenomenon,

Despite inclusive rhetoric, multinational corporations profit from
these inequalities by marketing products that feed the identity
insecurity of millions of dark-skinned individuals. This commercial
system constitutes a form of contemporary oppression, demanding a
rigorous deconstruction of the imposed beauty standards.

Before use After use

Face Wh|tening Cream
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Captions Image 1:

From left to right

[Ficha de exame antropométrico], 1940. Arquivo Histérico dos Museus da Universidade de Lisboa, Fundo Museu
Bocage.

Collection of the Center for Anthropobiology Studies - Skull meter Inv. n. °: UL/IICT/ANTROP-17.

Collection of the Center for Anthropobiology Studies - measuring instruments Inv. n. °: UL/IICT/ANTROP-017 .
EMP 11 [Ficha de exame antropométrico], 1940. Arquivo Histérico dos Museus da Universidade de Lisboa, Fundo
Museu Bocage.

EMP8 [Ficha de exame antropométrico], 1940. Arquivo Histérico dos Museus da Universidade de Lisboa, Fundo
Museu Bocage.

Collection of the Center for Anthropobiology Studies - measuring tape Inv. n. °: UL/IICT/ANTROP-017.

EMP 11 [Ficha de exame antropométrico], 1940. Arquivo Histérico dos Museus da Universidade de Lisboa, Fundo
Museu Bocage.

Tropical botanic garden, University of Lisbon.

EMP 11 [Ficha de exame antropométrico], 1940. Arquivo Histérico dos Museus da Universidade de Lisboa, Fundo
Museu Bocage.

[Ficha de exame antropométrico], 1940. Arquivo Histérico dos Museus da Universidade de Lisboa.

Collection of the Center for Anthropobiology Studies - Anthropometry box Inv. n. © : UL/IICT/ANTROP-017.
CFT164.280950 (Aldeia dos Bijagds e Pavilhdo da Guiné_ Ft. Horacio Novais.

Skin color scale Inv. n. °: UL/IICT/ANTROP-025, Universidade de Lisboa/MUHNAC.

Research conducted as part of the residency at the National Museum of Natural History and Science of Lisbon, 2025.

Captions Image 2 :

Online ads

SkinWhite PowerWhitening soap.

SkinWhite PowerWhitening, The Power Of Instant White.

Advertisement image of a skin lightening product called EYFAN.

The cosmetic product visuals shown here are used for critical and artistic purposes, as part of a reflection on
colourism and beauty standards rooted in colonial history. These images are not used E)r commercial purposes.



